










http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gSozS_AqOAo&feature=plcp




http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/crosscurriculumpriorities
















Explicit Learning Opportunities.
At Silkwood School, we have a range of initiatives that are explicitly 
woven into learning experiences.

Å Interdisciplinary LƴǉǳƛǊȅ ¦ƴƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƳōŜŘŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ {ƛƭƪǿƻƻŘΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
programs across all year levels ς primary and high school.  The Flight of the Boomerang
https://vimeo.com/87139018

Å Silkwood Dreaming Festival ς whole school annual Spring event
Å Integrated Indigenous Studies in Term 3 leading up to the Silkwood Dreaming Festival
Å Sustainable Environmental Education (SEED) Practical Sessions ς Ψ/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ¢ƻǘŜƳǎΩ ς whole school initiative.

Å Grade 8 Indigenous Immersion Camp ς Central Australia.
Å Community events and initiatives: For e.g. Yugambeh Museum - annual Drumley Walk, 

Write into Art, Mobo event; National Reconciliation Week, Recognise campaign.
Å Kids Teaching Kids ς research, mentorship, workshop development and delivery.
Å Presenting at community, national and international workshops and conferences to

share our learning journey with others.

https://vimeo.com/87139018




Take it Outside - (lessons from nature)

Traditional Indigenous Games

Traditional Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander games were almost lost 
after colonisation. Today extensive consultation with indigenous elders is 
necessary to re-establish the traditional indigenous games and their rules.  
Accreditation to teach TIGs is available through Get Active Queensland.  A number of 
Silkwood teachers are accredited. 

Benefits of traditional Indigenous games

Benefits of bringing traditional Indigenous games back to life include:
ω bringing-together of Indigenous and non-Indigenous people
ω help reconnect urban Indigenous youth to their culture
ω promote reconciliation
ω provide essential training in social interaction
ω enhance physical health

Let’s take it outside and play a game using protocols and 
Aboriginal ways of learning! 















Create It (Art and Creative Application)

Same Place, Different Story 

At Silkwood we like to use Aboriginal Ways of learning as inspiration for
telling our own stories.  For example, we could use indigenous symbols 
to communicate our connection to a significant place here at Silkwood
that is special to us (self), or as a group (others).  

Over tens of thousands of years, message sticks were commonly used by ancestors 
as one means of communicating between different Aboriginal tribes/nations. 
Messages were painted and inscribed on a stick, which was then transported by 
hand. 

Same Stick, Different Message
Your task is to create a message stick using Aboriginal symbols to communicate your 
connection to this shared ǇƭŀŎŜΦ  ¸ƻǳǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǎǘƛŎƪ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǎǘƛŎƪΩ ƛƴ 
the classroom or hung in {ƛƭƪǿƻƻŘΩǎ habitats for passing children to wonder what 
ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜΧ
Fusion: You can incorporate your own symbols 
as well.













https://vimeo.com/87139018


Integrated Indigenous Studies.
Å Make it visible!  Look for opportunities to increase A&TSI visibility in your 

school and community. 
Å Meaningful, authentic, purposeful engagement vs. tokenistic, occasional 

consideration.  It is part of the everyday.  Aboriginal culture is a living 
culture.  

Å Start local.  Build relationships with local communities, language region 
groups and individuals. Connect to your place, your land.

Å Work with principles of mentorship and collaboration ς network, create 
and share ς especially stories.

Å Look for opportunities to integrate indigenous perspectives/ studies in 
creative and integrated ways - hands-on/interactive, direct experience.

Å Aboriginal Ways of Learning ς consider indigenous pedagogy & learning 
engagement- for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal students.

Å Attitude ς ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ /!b 5hΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘΦ  
Å Find opportunities to celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples, culture & history within your school 
ς not just NAIDOC Week.










